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Justic6 Department To Be 
Immune From Pressures: Bell 


By GENE GOLDENBERG 

SoriMM-Howortf SloM ¥Wril«r 

^HINGTON - Atty. Gen. Griffin 
B. Bell has pledged that the Justice De- 
partment will be a “neutral zone” in the 
political 83rstem, immune from White 
House or congressional pressures. 

Citing the “unfortimate legacy of 
, Watergate,” Bell announced that ail fu- 
ture communictions from congressmen 
or White House officials regarding pend- 
ing cases must be reported to top Justice 
Department officials. 

But oven as Bell was announcing hts 
new policy m a meeting yesterday with 
department lawyers. House Speaker 
•^ornas (Tip) O’Neill (D-Mass.) charged 
that a three-count Federal perjury in- 
dkt^nt returned Tuesday against Rep. 
Daniel Flood (D-Pa.) was politicallv 
motivated. 

“These days there are a lot of political 
indictments in America," O'Neill told re- 
porters when asked about the charges 
against Flood, the chairman of a key 
House appropriations subcommittee. 

The House speaker said that “a lot of 
political animals” at the Justice Depart- 
ment allow their own philosophy to Uke 
precedence over their judgment in bring- 
ing criminal actions against politicians. 

When asked about O'Neill’s charges 
later in the day, Ben refused to respond 
oire^y, saying he could not comment on 
pending criminal litigation. 

ITlw proof of the pudding is in the 
eating, he said of the perjury charges 
against Flood. “Well have to wait until 
that trial takes place." 

Bell and his top aides put special 
einphasis on the importance of the new 
guidelines requiring all “political” con- 
tacts with Justice Department lawyers 
to be screened by the attorney general 
or his two top deputies. 

Bell admitted that the new proce- 


dures may seem “unduly restrictive” to 
officials elsewhere m the Government, 
but called it “a small price, and a neces- 
sary one, for restoring and maintaining 
public confidence in the Depaulment of 
Justice.” 

Bell gave no reasons for announcing 
his new poHcy at this time and denied 
that there had been any improper pres- 
sure brought by congressmen or White 
House officials in any recent 
investigations. 

“The problem is that their positions of 
povrer create a potential for unintention- 
al mfiuence upon a decision, or more 
often, may give rise to the broad appear- 
ance of improper influence," the attorney 
general explained. 

Bell and President Carter were stung 
by critkasra of their decision earlier this 
year to fire U.S. Attorney David W. 
“Marsten of Philadelphia at the urging of 
^ Rep. Joshua Eilberg (D-Penn.), who at 
the time was under investigation by 
Marston’s office. Marston is a former 
Knoxvillian and a graduate of Man^e 
CoHege. 

The new policy is not designed to 
m^e the Ju^ce Department inunune 
from outside criticism. Bell said, but 
rather to screen out “In fact and In ap- 
pearance” any outside pressure designed 
to influence the legal decisions of depart- 
ment lewyera. 

Bell also futmiised that any thne he or 
his top deputies overrule the recommen- 
dation of their subordinates in an 
mdividual case, they will explain their 
reasens in writing. If possible, those rea- 
sons win be made public. 

Assistant Atty. Gen. Philip B. Hey- 
mann, a former deputy Watergate special 
prosecutor who recently took over the 
Justice Department’s criminal division 
applauded lull’s new policy. 


